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The Joint College of Pentecostal Bishops experienced a week of education and celebration along 
with its own “close call.” Amidst the Thursday classes, The Metropolitan, Bishop J. Delano 
Ellis, was involved in a car accident that totaled his vehicle completely. Bishop Ellis 
miraculously escaped the accident without any serious injuries and continued the college 
functions afterward.  
  
The college convened on Tuesday with an opening general session with Archbishop Ellis who 
emphasized the College theme “Revisiting Holiness.” His speech corrected and exhorted the 
body to resist accommodations and hold to the belief in holiness. Bishop admonished that “It is 
never a good time to establish a bad precedent.” 
 
Wednesday morning chapel was graced by Bishop F. Josephus Johnson who dealt with the 
challenge of betrayal in the lives of ministers.  

In the Overseers and Bishops session, Bishop Emilio Alvarez taught on the historic and 
sacramental role of the Bishop. He taught that Bishops teach with continuity, sanctify with the 
sacraments and govern with the Holy Ghost. Not only are sacraments holy, but the needs of the 
people are holy also. He admonished leaders that “Don’t look like the people they Pastor. You 
cannot be over them if you don’t know how to be with them.” The emphasis on history in both 
Bishops Alvarez and Maldonado’s class are summarized in their saying “We cannot take to 
ourselves a historical position if we won’t follow a historical process.”  
 Wednesday evening was the High Worship Celebration at Pentecostal Church of Christ. 
This year, Apostle Dr. Lafayette Scales of Columbus, Ohio, was the Episcopal candidate for 
consecration. The sanctuary was filled with College attendees and members of Dr. Scales church 
and organization. Psalmist Geoffrey Golden lifted up two C.P. Jones hymns, “I Want to be 
Filled” and “Come Unto Me” that erupted into a shout and dance before the Lord. After a 
concise Consecration ceremony and sermonic selection by The Blairs, the pulpit stood open for 
the landing of Bishop Tudor Bismark.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Bismark brought a powerful word from 1 Samuel 10 titled “I Am Not a Proverb.” 

Through the message, Bishop emphasized the importance of having both rank (authority) and 
grace (ability). We are to resist being “thingified.” The power of ministry is not just in the 
moment of use, but in the life that comes after.  

“I’d rather see someone die and go to heaven than raise them up without any place to 
live,” Bishop Bismark said. Bishop emphasized the importance of life after the hype and a faith 
that cannot be itemized as a proverb. The Word was followed up with power and demonstration 
in prayer for a barren couple and a prophetic word that testified to the global apostolic authority 
of Archbishop Ellis. The Spirit of God was so present that Archbishop requested that everyone 
leave in total silence.   

 
In the morning breakout, Bishop Bismark returned with insights on “Global Trends in Kingdom 
Covering.” He taught that “America needs power church, not seeker-friendly church.” Yet he 
warned against turning experiences into theology. Theological accuracy is of the utmost 
importance.  

Amidst the afternoon sessions, word spread that Archbishop Ellis had been a terrible car 
accident and was rushed to the hospital. The entire College was called into prayer and 
intercession. The rooms were filled with uncertainty and shock as his current state remained 
largely unknown.  
“I wasn’t being mischievous. I wanted to run to the bank and set some things up for Saturday,” 
Bishop Ellis recalled. “I was trying to be independent but I’m going to stop that.”  
While driving, Bishop fell asleep and his car flipped multiple times into a ditch. Thankfully, 
Bishop escaped from the car without any injury, concussion or fractures.  
“This collar made people in the street treat me a different way,” Bishop said. “I didn’t want a 
neck brace on. I already had my collar!”  

The Funeral Practicum and other remaining sessions were cancelled for the rest of the 
day. The College reconvened the next morning at the Final Chapel service. The Metropolitan’s 
procession into the morning session was met with shouts of praise and applause. After giving a 
testimony of what the Lord had done, a praise erupted in the conference room.  
The College closed on a high note as everyone was anointed with oil by the Joint College Board 
members.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unfortunately, the college member’s tears of joy were also mixed with tears of mourning as 
college members learned of the transition of Bishop Bernard Bragg of Boston. Bishop Bragg was 
a Bishop in the Beth-El Churches of Christ. He transitioned on Thursday night of the College. 
The College immediately issued a letter of resolution to his family and church.  

 
Having concluded with such a mixture of accomplishment, relief and shock at the same time, the 
College marches on to 2020. The Metropolitan has no plans on ceasing the work of perfecting 
and equipping ministry officers. The suspense and anxiousness concerning the Joint College will 
soon be answered with another lineup of dynamic speakers, relevant topics and exciting sessions. 
And, Adjutants can still look forward to the “Funeral of a Bishop” practicum as taught by sons of 
Archbishop Ellis.  
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